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The “Guidelines for Teaching Assistants at the University of Tokyo” state that the main 
purposes of the Teaching Assistant (TA) system are “providing training opportunities for 
future leaders in education and research” and “improving university education.” These 
“Must-Do’s for TAs” summarize what any TA to-be should know about or be informed 
of in order to achieve these purposes. 
 

 
 
Working as an educational assistant 
TAs perform a variety of activities ranging from 
relatively simple tasks to jobs like substantive 
assistance or support for classes providing advice to 
students during experiments or practical training and 
the facilitation of group work. Although the details of 
actual TA activities differ from course to course, they 
are all necessary to facilitate classes. As a TA, you must 
be aware of your role in education as a provider of 
educational assistance. 
 
 

Useful experiences for the future 
In addition to the role of educational assistant, being a 
TA offers the opportunity to prepare yourself for your 
future research and teaching/educational activities. The 
TA system provides students with activities which 
entail educational experiences and a certain amount of 
compensation, so it is not the same as an ordinary part-
time job. It enables each TA to underst icei #‚eiton!
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Understanding the details of TA activities, 
com


