
Tip #20  Confusing Words 
 

Word 1 Meaning  Word 2 Meaning 

ability power to do something, 
physical or mental 

  capacity ability to hold ,contain, or 
absorb 

accept to agree with, to receive   except not including, other than 

adverse unfavorable, harmful   averse strongly disliking; opposed 

advice recommendations about what 
to do 

  advise to recommend something 

affect to change or make a 
difference, to influence 

  effect a result; to bring about a 
result (to cause) 

all ready prepared: all are ready   already prior to some designated 
time; earlier, previously 

all right satisfactory (colloquial: avoid 
using) 

  alright altogether, already (colloquial: 
avoid using) 

all together all in one place, all at once   altogether completely; wholly 





draw an even score at the end of a 
game 

  drawer a sliding storage compartment 

dual having two parts   duel a fight or contest between 
two people 

each other relationship of two items   one another relationships of three or more 
items 

elicit to draw out a reply or reaction   illicit not allowed by law or rules 

ensure to make certain that 
something will happen 

  insure to provide compensation if a 
person dies or property is 
damaged 

envelop to cover or surround   envelope a paper container for a letter 

farther distance   further depth 

fewer applies to number: use when 
counting individual items 

  less usually used with 
non-countable or abstract 
concepts 

flounder to move clumsily; to have 
difficulty doing something 

  founder



imply to suggest indirectly; not 
explicitly state 

  infer to draw a conclusion from 
statements, circumstances, 
data, evidence 

impractical more formal: not practical, 
lacking practical usefulness or 
wisdom 

  unpractical less formal: not practical, 
lacking practical usefulness or 
wisdom 

impractical more formal: not practical, 
lacking practical usefulness or 
wisdom 

  impracticable not capable of being carried 
out, used, or managed 

in regard to standard use; concerning or 
about is preferred 

  in regards to colloquial use: avoid using 

inferior to standard pair   inferior than non-standard: avoid using 



sight the ability to see   site a location 

so good, but overly used as a 
conjunctive adverb （接続副詞）

and weak form 

  therefore, 
thus, 
accordingly, 
… 


